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T is:common with me to run from Book to 
‘ff Book to exercife my Mind with many Ob- 
LE je&ts, and qualify my felf for my daily La- 
ce bours. After an Hour fpent in this loitering 
Way of reading, fomething will remain to be 
Food to the Imagination. ‘The Writings that 
pleafe me moft on fuch Occafions are Stories, .for 


the Truth of which there is good Authority. The © 


Mind of Man is naturally a Lover of Juftice, aud 
when we read a Story wherein a Criminal is over. 
taken, in whom thefe is no Quality which is the 
Objett of Pity, the Soul enjoys a certain Revenge 
r the Offence done to its Nature in the wicked 
‘AQions committed in the preceding Part of, the 
Hiftory. This will be better underftood by the 
Reader from the following Narration it felf, than 
from any thing which I can fay to introduce it. _ 


‘W HEN Charles Duke of Burgundy, firnamed 
'V The Bold, reigned over: {pacibus Dominions 
now fwallowed up by the Power of. France, he 
heaped many Favours and Honduts upon Claudius 
Rhynjault, a German, who had ferved him in his 
‘Wars againft the Infults of his Neighbours. A 
at Part of Zealand was at that Time in Subjec- 
tion to that Dukedom. The Prince himfelf was.a 
Perfon of fingular Humanity and Juftice. Rhyn- 
fault, with no other real Qus ity than Courage, had 
Diffimulation enough to pafs upon’ his generous and 
unfufpicious Mafter for a Perfon of blunt Honefty 
and Fidelity, without any Vice that could biafs him 
from the Execution of Juftice. His Highnefs pre- 
poffeficd to his’ Advantage, upon the Deceafe of 
the Governour of his chief ‘Town ‘of Zealand, 
gave Rhy»/fau/t that Command. . He was not lon 
feated in that Government, before he caft his Eyes 
upon — a Woman of exquifité Beauty, the 
ife o 
ay under his Prote&tion and Government. Rhyz- 
fouls was 2 Man of a warm Conftitution, and yio- 


Paul Danvelt, a wealthy Merthant of the ’ 


f 


lent Inclination to Vomen, aad not unfkilled in 
the foft Arts which win their Favour. He knew 
what it was to i! the Satisfactions which are 
reaped from the Poffeflion of Beauty, but was an 


“utter Stranger to the Decencies, Honours, and De- 


licacies that attend the Paffion towards them in ele- 

ant Minds. However he had fo much, of the 
World, that he had a great Share of the Language 
which ufually prevails upon the weaker Part of 


that Sex, and he could with his Tongue utter a 


Paffion with which his Heart was wholly untouch- 
ed. He.was one .of thofe brutal Minds which can 
be gratified with the Violation of Innocence and 
Beauty, without the leaft Pity, Paffic., or Love to 
that with which they are fo much delighted. In. 
‘gratitude is a Vice infeparable to a luitful Mans 
and the Poffeffion of a: Woman by him who has 
no Thought but allaying a Paffion painful to him- 
felf, is neceffarily followed by Diftafte and Averfi- 
on, Rhyn{aule was refolved to accomplifh his Will 
on the Wife of Danvelr, left no Arts untried to 
et.into a Familiarity at her Houle ; but fhe knew 
is Charaéter and Difpofition too well, not to fhun 
all Occafions, that might‘enfnare her into his Con- 
verfation. The Governour defpairing of Succefs 
by ordinary Means, apprehended .and ‘imprifoned 
her Husband, under Pretence of an Informati- 
on- that he was guilty of a Correfpondence 
with the Enemies of the Duke, to betray the 
Town into their Poffeffion. This Defign had 
its defired Effeét ; and the Wife of the unfor-. 
tunate Dayvelt, the Day before that ‘which was 
appointed for his Execution, prefcated her felf in 
the Hall of the Governour’s Houfe, and as he paf- 
fed through the Apartment, threw her felf at his 
Feet, and holding his Knees, befeeched his Mercy. 
Rhinfault beheld her with a diffembled Satisfaction, 
and affuming an Air of Thought and Author‘ty, he 
bid her arife, and told her fhe muft follow him to 
his Clofet 5 and afking her whether fhe _— ms 
i ad Han 











‘ 


o 


‘Hand of the“Letter be pulled out of his Pocket, 
“went from her, Jeaving this Admonition aloud, 
If you would fave your Husband, you anuft give me an 

Account of all you know without Prevarication ; for every 

Body is fatisfied hz was too fond of you to be able to hide 

from youthe Nanzes of the reft of the Con{prrators, or 

any other I’avticrdars whasfaever, He wert to his 

Clofet, and foon after the Lady was fent for to an 

Audience. The Servant knew his Diftance when 

Matters of State were to be debated; and the 

Governour, laying afide the Air with which he 

had appeared in Publick, began to be the Sup- 
“soma to rally an AffliCtion, which it was in her 

ower eafily to remove. She eafily perceiv’d his 


Intention, and, bathed in Tears, began to depre-\” 


‘ cate fo wicked’ a. Deflgn, and ‘relieve an’ innocent 
Man from his Imprifonment. Luft, like Ambition, 
takes in all the Faculties of the Mind and Body 
nto its’ Service and Subjeftion. Her becoming 
Tears, her honcit Anguifh, the Wringing of her 
Hands, and the many Changes of her Po{ture and 
Figure in the Vehemence of «Speaking, were but 
fo many Attitudes in which he beheld her Beauty, 
and further Incentives of his Defire. All Humanity 
- was lott in that one Appetite, and he fignified to her 

info many plain Terms, That he was unhappy till 
he had poffefs’d her, and nothing lefs fhou'd be the 
Price of her Husband’, Life ; and fhe mutt, be- 
fore the fallowi:g Noon, pronounce the Death 
or Enlarsement of Danvelt. After this Notificati- 
on, when he faw Savphira enouzh again diftrac- 
ted to make the Subje& of their Difcourle to 
common Eyes appear diferent from what it was, 
he called Servants to conduct her to the Gate. 
Loaded with infappor-able AffliGtion, fhe imme.. 
diately repairs to her Hasband, and having fig- 
n fy'd to h's Goa'ers, Tat fhe had a Propolal to 
m:zke to her Husband from the Governour, fhe 
was let alone with h'm,  reveal’d to him all 
that had p:fs’d, and reprefented the endiefs Con- 
A.& the was in between Love to his Perfon, and 
Fidelity. to his Bed. It is eafy to imagine the 
fharp Affli&tion this honeft ‘Pair “thas ‘in upon 
fach an Incident in Lives not ufed to any but or- 
dinary Occurrences. The Man was bridled by 
Shame from {peaking what ‘his Fear‘prompted up- 
on fo near an Approach of ‘Death ;'‘ but let fall 
Words that fignify’d to her, He fhould not think 
her pol'uted, though fhe had not yet.confefs'd to 
him that the Governout had. violated her Perfon, 
fince he knew: her Will’ had'no Parr in the A@ion. 
She parted from him with: this oblique Permifiion 
to fave a Life he had not Refolution enough to 
refign for the Safety of his Honour. 


The next Morning the unhappy Sapphiia attended 
the Governour, and being led into a retnoté Apart- 
ment, fubmitted to his Defires.. Rhynfault gom- 
mended her ‘Charms, elaim’d a Familiarity after 
what pafe’d between them, ‘and with an Air of 
Gayety, in the Language of a Gallant, bid her 
return, and take her Husband out of Prifon: But, 
continued he, my Fair One mutt not be offended 


¢ the date Doke of Bu 'Ringhem, 


that I have taken Care he fhould not be an fnter. 
ruption to our future Affignations. Thefe lap 
Words foreboded what fhe found when fhe came 
_to the Goal, her Husband executed;by the Orde: 
of Rhynfauls. cet B.S 
, : 4 rf 
It was remarkable, that the Woman, who was 
full of Tears and Lamentations during the whole 
Courfe of her Affliction, utter’d neither Sigh or 
Complaint, but itood fixed with Grief at this Cop. 
fummation of her Misfortunes. She betook her 
felf to her Abode, and, after having in Solitude 
ae her Devotions to him who is th Avenger of 
nnocence, fhe repair’dy privately to Court. Her 
Keyfon anda @ertain Gkamttenr of Sorrow nealj. 
gent of Forths, gaif'd her Paffage into the Bre. 
fence of the Duke her Sovereign, As foon as the 
came into. the Prefence, fhe-broke forth into the 
following Words, Behold, O mighty Char.es, @ Wretch 
weary of Life, though st has akvays been [pent with 
Tunocence and Virtye. It # notin your Power to re. 
drefs my Tnjuties, but it 4 to avenge em, And if 
the ProtefFion of the Diftreffid, the Punifoment of Op- 
preffors, % a Task worthy a Prizce, 1 bring the Due 
of Burgundy ample Matter for doing Honour to hi 
own great Name, axd wiping Infamy off of mine. 


_ When the bad {poke this, the. deliver ‘the 
Duke a Paper reciting her, Story. . He: read it with 
all_the Emotions that Lndignatign and Bity could 
raifein a Prince jealous of his Honour in the, Beha. 
viour of his Officers, and Rtofperity 


i. 4 vec a i . 


‘ Ppon, an appointed Day Rhynfanle was fent for 
to Coury and in the Prefeyce of a few of the 
Couricil,, cot fronted by Sepphya, the Prince atking, 
Do you know | iar Leay.? Rhytjaule, ‘as foon as he 
could recover i Surprize,toldthe Duke ‘he would- 
marry her, if his Highne{s would pleafe to. think 
that a Reparangn: The, Duke feem’d contented 
with his An{wer,.and ftgod by during the imme- 
diate Solemnization of tac Ceremony. At the 
‘Conclufion of jt be told, RAyefanlt, Thas far you 
have dove as conftrain’d by my Authority : I foall not 
he farisfy’d of your kind Ufage of her, without you fign 
a Gift of yous whole Eftare ito. herafter your Deceafe, 
‘To the Performance of shis-alfo the Duke was a 
Witnefs. When thefe two A€ts were executed, the 
Duke turned to, the Lady, and told her, It now 
remains for me to:pus you in quict Poffeffion of 
what your Harper has fo hountifully beftowed on 
yon and. ordercd the immediate Execution of 
; hynfaulte 9.5 fires 713} 
oth vdons ary tags) io. 

‘By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedians. 

A. T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, 
A: this prefer Tuettay, being te ad) of September, will te 
prefented a Comedy, cali'd, T bancys, as it was-aleer'd by 


we n, The Pert cf Don John by Mr. 
Wi'ks, Dan Fredefick Mr. Millr)‘Doh Antorio Mr Perkethman, 
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of ‘his Sub. 
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Anbony Mr. Norris, Conftantia Mre Oldfield. To which will be- 


adder ‘a Farce, calt’’, The* Country «Wake: The Part of Hob by 
Mr. Doge, Briendly-Mr.- Pack, Sir Tho. Tefty Mr. Bullock Blora 
Mrs,Sanlow. 4 a” 
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